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3/13/78 TWO GRIZZLY WR E S T L E R S  GOING TO N A T IONALS
Big Sky + sports state k e l l a r / g f
MISSOULA--
Two University of Mon t a n a  w r e stlers leave T u e s d a y  for the N C A A  Division I W r e s t l i n g  
Championships in College Park, Md.
Lamont Roth, Big Sky champ at 158, and Scott Morton, w i n n e r  o f  a challenge match 
over the Big Sky champ at 190, will be repr e s e n t i n g  Mon t a n a  and the Big Sky Conference.
Roth is a freshman from Bettendorf, Iowa. He is 24-7-1. He defeated Lou Grasso 
of Boise State, the 1977 Big Sky champ at 167, for the 158 pound championship.
If he wins any matches in Maryland, Roth m a y  well see some people he's a lready 
wrestled this season. O f  his seven losses, one came at the hands of the Pac-8 champ, 
another to the WAC champ.
Roth was 28-2 during his senior y ear in high school and took third in the Iowa 
AAA championships at 145. He was plann i n g  to w a l k - o n  on to the Univ e r s i t y  o f  Iowa 
squad before he was contacted by the Unive r s i t y  of Montana.
Scott Morton was 14-4-1 during the regular season and reached the national meet 
under unique circumstances. He was a number one seed at the Big Sky meet a couple o f  
weeks ago. Morton was beating Harold Wittman of Boise State in a semifinal atch 
when the referee called him for an illegal hold. That illegal hold accicientl) injured 
Wittman and he was unable to return to the match. However, Wittman was awarded the 
victory.
Morton went on to pin Steve Goetz of M ontana State for third place. The F ; SI 
wrestling coaches then agreed to let M o rton challenge Craig Simpson, of Weber State, 
who won the championship by default over Wittman, still injured. M o r t o n  beat Simpson 
14-8 and won the right to go to the national championships.
-more-
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Morton, from Spokane, Wash., also plays outside linebacker for the G r i z z l y  f o o t­
ball team.
Both wrestlers will weigh - i n  W e d n e s d a y  night and wre s t l e  on Thursday.
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